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THE OFEl

THE SHALLOW ENTRANCE
TO PORTAGE LAKE, M|

IS AN UNKNOWN

AND UNMARKED HAZARD
TO MARINERS

By Holland C. Capper, Yachtsman
Onekama, Ml

When a mariner sails between two piers marking the
entrance to a harbor he does not expect hislifeto be
placed in jeopardy by an unmarked and uncharted
shallow sand bar. But that is the very situation in the
entrance to Portage Lake, Michigan and it caused the
tragic sinking of the Sail Y acht "Barracuda’ out of
Chicago, IL.

Barracudais (or rather, was) a 40-foot sail yacht
owned by Steve Pelke, a member of Columbia Y acht
Clubin Chicago. Mr. Pelke has sailed most of hislife
and is an experienced yachtsman. He and his crew
raced in the 99th running of the Chicago to Mackinac
Race (the MAC). They were one of 305 boats in this
year's race.

After the race Pelke and two of hisMAC
crewmembers, Mary Aspegren and Don Desimone,
began to sail the boat back to Chicago. On
Wednesday July 18 they sailed to Charlevoix and on
Thursday, July 19 they headed for Frankfort, Ml. The
westher that day was cloudy with a stiff wind out of
the northwest. If was a good day for making time
going south and many MAC racerswere doing so. As
the day wore on the wind and waves increased to the
extent that by 4 PM it was blowing 30 to 40 mph and
the waves were building to 8 feet and occasionally
more.

(Continued on page 4)
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A NOTE FROM THE COMMODORE
By Joe McGinnis

The sailing year continues. Spring planning is now
implemented. The racing series are underway. The
Mac was slow. The return deliveries had the usual
hazards. It is time to make notes about what
Improvements can be made to make next season more
enjoyable. Asalways, we must remain united with an
organi zation which can respond to the needs of the
sail racing community. Collectively we can maintain
our watch over events which may affect our sailing.
Together we can exert influence to shape our future.

The key is communication. Please let our office know
about the events which occur in your locale. Send us
results of your regattas. Let us help to publicize your
events and hopefully bring more sailors to attend your
next event. We want to be a good source of sailing
news.

Thank you for your support of LMSRF. Sail fast and
sail safely.
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The Sail Yacht “Barracuda” that sank entering Portage Lake, Ml
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WHAT ISTHE LATEST ON
BOAT DONATIONS?

By Glenn McCarthy, LMSRF Donations Chair

Two years ago, the IRS abolished their old rules and
developed anew set of rules. This caused many
donorsto sit on the sidelines until the new rules
have been tested to see what the resultsare. The
resultsarein.

The donors who are altruistic wishing to help a
charity, or who wish to eliminate the costs of
ownership immediately (storage, insurance,
maintenance, etc.) are the ones who are donating
today. For those who look for amajor tax
advantage in charitable giving, are typically selling
their boats rather than donating them. A boat
donation still gives a deduction on taxes, but not to
the advantage it had two years ago and before.

LMSREF is open for boat donations, please call
Glenn McCarthy at (312) 425-2369 for additional
information.

If you wish to donate boat goods, please drop them
off at LMSRF's partner at Nautical Donations and
complete the paper form at the drop off site:

Www.nauti caldonations.org/

LMSRF ANNOUNCESFIRST HALF

OF 2007 GRANT RECIPIENTS
By Dean Cady, LMSRF Grants-In-Aid Chair

Ben Malcheski - 2007 Y outh Multihull $1,000
Championship - Long Beach, CA

Maggie Shea- CISA Clinic - $1,000
Long Beach, CA

Bob Willis- 2007 ISAF World's $750
Championship (RS:X)

Phillip Norris - Laser Radial NA, $750
Y outh & World Championships

Todd Wake - 2007 Lightning Worlds - $1,400
Greece.

Nathan Swift - Advanced Racing Clinic - $200
Newport, RI

Congratulations, and thereis still $9,733.03 to give away in
2007. Apply for agrant today by going to your yearbook or

www.Imsrf.org to learn how.


http://www.nauticaldonations.org/
http://www.lmsrf.org
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THE LMSRF VOLUNTEERSWHO ARE THEY?

By Glenn McCarthy

LMSRF has over $14,000 to give away in grants to
Lake Michigan sailorsin 2007. Someone has to decide
how much to award the applicants and Dean Cady and
his Grants-In-Aid Committee make these decisions
throughout the year. Cady is a Past Commodore of
LMSRF, LMSRF's Judge Advocate, an |SAF
International Judge (1J), and he is well respected to
lead this important committee.

He started out as alad on Saginaw Bay, MI. Hisfirst
outingsinvolved rowing a small boat a good ways out
into the Bay, and then come roaring back with a beach
umbrellafilled with wind, steering with an oar fastened
asatiller and rudder.

From there, he raced on an E-Scow on Torch Lake,
Michigan and became hooked on racing. Then he
tried aLightning during his collegiate years. He did a
short stint in C Scows and quickly returned to
Lightnings. Later he skippered and crewed on big
boats in the Chicago Mackinac & Port Huron races,
and made a SORC on aCal 40. Hisfamily joinedin
the sailing traditions starting on a Sailfish (predecessor
to the Sunfish). In 1970, he settled on the Lightning
and bought one, which he still has today.

While on shore away from sailing, he attended
Michigan State where he studied economics. He was
commissioned as a 2nd Lt. in the Military Police Corp,
and spent time in the Korean War receiving an
honorable discharge. Upon returning, he entered law
school at the University of Wisconsin. He landed in
Milwaukee practicing law and is a partner in Weidner,
Pagels and Cady today.

To give back to the sport, Dean did alot of PRO
work for severa national events hosted by Milwaukee
Yacht Club. 1n 1983, he served as regatta chairman
for the Finn Gold Cup, which was held in Milwaukee.
Today heisthe Lightning Class Vice President of
Rules and Regulations, an | SAF International Judge
and a certified US SAILING Senior Judge. At US
SAILING, he served as Vice President, Chairman of
the Championship, Sportsmanship, and US Single-
handed Championship Committees; and also served
on the Judges Committee as the Regional

Administrator.

LMSRF: What
arethe
highlightsin
your sailing
career?

DSC: The most
cherished being
that of the many
years | have had the pleasure of sailing with my family.
Next on my list would be having served as a member
of the Protest Committee for the Chicago-Mackinac
Race with the 2007 race being the 18th time | will have
served in that capacity. Next in line would bethe
Fresh Water Award bestowed upon me by the Island
Goats Sailing Society in 2005. Finaly, it goes without
saying that my various sailing activities could not have
taken place without the full support of my wife, Lois.

Dean Cady, LMSRF Grants-In-Aid Chairman

LMSRF: What placesin theworld hasthe|J taken
you to?

DSC: Working full time and keeping busy with my
various sailing related endeavors leaves little time to
seek judging opportunities outside of the country.
Nevertheless, one of my most favorite spots where |
have judged several timesis Antigua Sailing Week.

LMSRF: What drawsyou to sailboat racing?
DSC: Since day one, | have always been attracted to
the water, whether it be Saginaw Bay, Lake Michigan,
or the Pacific Ocean. Being naturally competitive,
sailboat racing and the camaraderie associated with it
has been hard to resist.

LM SRF: What was your best day on the water,
ever?

DSC: Almost without exception every day has been a
good day on the water. It would be too hard to come
up with a best day as such.

LMSRF: What was your wildest day on the water,
ever?
DSC: Fortunately, it wasn't the 1970 Mac; because
that's the year, | gave up big boats racing for

(Continued on page 7)
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UNMARKED HAZARD
(Continued from page 1)

By the time Barracuda got near Frankfort they had
come along way, they weretired and wanted a safe
place to spend the night. But Frankfort has arule that
forbids rafting (i.e., tying one boat alongside another)
and they were turned away. Given the wind and
weather conditions it is not known why Frankfort did
not relax its no rafting rule and permit Barracuda to
spend the night in a safe harbor.

Next, Barracudatried to get into Arcadia, However,
they touched bottom attempting to do so but were
able to return to deeper water and thus keep going.
The next port was Portage Lake. Thereisno warning
that the entrance between the two piers to Portage
Lake has not been dredged for several yearsand is
now only three or four feet on the edges and about six
feet in the middle. Recent Charts show a depth of 12
feet across the entire entrance and there are no notices
to mariners about the shallow condition that has

The “Barracuda” -the result of trying to navigate into the Portage
Lake Channel that had not been dredged due to lack of funding.

existed for more than two years.

The crew of Barracuda was anxiousto find a safe
harbor before dark. It was now about 8:00 PM; they
had sailed al day under difficult conditions and it was
time to get off the Lake. They consulted their
Cruising Guide and found no warning there. They
caled alocal Inn Keeper and he told them to stick
closer to the North pier and "they would be fine."
About two miles off the Portage L ake entrance
Barracuda's main sail ripped and so the crew took the

sail down and from then on they were under power
alone. As Pelke approached the entrance the wind
was around 35 knots from the northwest and the
waves in the Lake were 6 to 8 feet

and in the channel betweenthetwo | dO Nnot
piers, as high as 6 feet. (Some know if |
witnesses thought the wavesin the .
channel were 8 feet). Barracuda am gol ng to
grounded in the sand just insidethe ~ Makeit. |
entrance and almost immediately was - |gve you,
turned broadside to the wind and

waves. A horrible pounding ensued Get up here
which lasted nearly two hoursasthe @S SO0ON as
boat and crew were lifted by the you can.”

pounding waves and then dropped

with crashing force to the bottom of

the channel. Pelke attempted to motor his yacht to
safety but no force on earth could move Barracuda
from its grave in the shallow bottom.

Immediately after grounding a mayday emergency
radio call was made to the Manistee Coast

Guard. They sent four young men in their rubber
rescue boat but given the dangerous condition in the
channel there was little or nothing they could do.
Throughout their ordeal the crew of Barracuda was
frightened to death. The wind and waves were so
severe that they could not be rescued from their
boat. If they had attempted to jump off into the water
there was considerable danger that they would be
smashed to death by the boat; their situation was
horrible. Mary Aspegren called her children on her
cell phone. After abrief introduction to their plight
shesaid: "I do not know if I am going to makeit. |
love you. Get up here as soon asyou can." They
arived at 3A.M.

Meanwhile, rescue efforts by volunteers were
launched. Jim Mrozinski, owner of Onekama Marine
and his son-in-law, Ted Bromley risked their livesin a
vaiant effort to save Barracuda and her crew. Mr.
Mrozinski had just come home from a meeting when a
fellow Committee member pounded on this door and
told him of the emergency in the channel. Mrozinski
immediately drove out to the north point to determine
first hand the situation. He then droveto Ted
Bromley's house, gave him aquick briefing, and the
(Continued on page 8)
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A Thank You to LM SRF

Dear Lake Michigan Sail Racing Federation,

Thank you for awarding me agrant of $1,000. | had alot of fun at the US'Y outh Multihull Championship. |
sailed with Morgan Hearn from Madison, WI. Sailing the SL 16 wasn't really anything new to us because both of
us sail catamaransin the summer. On our first day in California, we sailed around just to try the boat out. On our
second day, we did some short practice races. On the first day of racing, we did three races. In our first race we
took third, in our second race we took fifth, and in our third race we did not finish because we capsized and our
spinnaker got tangled. On the second day of racing, we did three more races. In our first race, we took fifth, in
our second race, we took fourth, and in our third race, we took second.

It was interesting to meet people from all over the country. To my surprise, many of the kids had raced
catamarans before. Thetop half of the fleet was very competitive and finishes were often times very close. The
key to doing well at the championship was getting a good start and picking the right side of the course. Thiswas
because our races were not very long and did not allow much forgiveness for mistakes. Our coach was Richard
Feeney who did an excellent job. Pete Melvin came on the practice day and took some video to show us what we
were doing right and what we were doing wrong.

Asyou know, my dad and | have been doing a small scale Olympic campaign. The maor reason that it isnot a
full-scale campaign iswe lack funding. | am content with the campaign not becoming full scale yet because we
have alot to learn before it would make sense for usto travel around the world racing. Thanks to organizations
and clubs such as LM SRF, we have been able to accomplish what we have so far. We were members of the 2006
US Sailing Team; we were the fifth best Tornado team in the country. For 2007, we were fourth but US Sailing
cut the team down to the top three teams instead of five.

In October 2006, we traveled to San Diego to compete in the US Championship and the Olympic Pre-trials. The
championship did not go so well for us, but in the Pre-trids, we were the fourth US team.

In January, we went to the Miami Rolex Olympic Classes Regatta. At the Miami OCR, there were teams from all
over theworld. We finished 31st out of 41 teams. | was content with the results because we were beating people
who spent a lot more time and money on sailing than we do. Although we did not make the team this year, we
still improved. | hope to continue competing as often as we do now.

- Ben Malcheski

LMSRF YOUTH RACING GOING STRONG

LM SRF feels fortunate having agreat history with youth
sailing on Lake Michigan and is ecreation Department District.

Harris has worked hard to get th LMSRF website. There are
dates, Notices of Race and other information to g outhstraveling to regattas. Visit the LMSRF
website. You will find information on the Y outh Council under listings on the left column.







